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Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences

Department of Zoology & Entomology
INTERNSHIP POSITION VACANT:

LABORATORY TECHNICIAN

An internship position has become available in the Flies of Economic Significance (FliES) Research Group as part of the University of Pretoria’s commitment to reduce unemployment by exposing graduates to a working environment. The internship aims to provide graduates with the necessary skills, knowedge and experience to bridge the gap between tertiary education and the world of work.

The FliES Research Group is a small but vibrant research group focused on improving knowledge of flies that affect human activities. Research by the group addresses a range of fly taxa including fruit flies that affect the horticulture industry, biting midges that transmit viral diseases of livestock, and carrion-feeding flies that can be used as medico-legal forensic evidence.
The role of the successful applicant will be that of a Laboratory Technician. Duties will include:

· Participation in long-term laboratory experiments that involve various methods including insect dissection, sperm counts, and morphometric analysis

· Maintenance of insect cultures

· Providing assistance to postgraduate students with fieldwork or laboratory experiments

· Management and maintenance of laboratory equipment and consumables, including placement of orders and ensuring lab cleanliness

· Participation in research group meetings and Departmental activities

The position will develop skills in the ethical conduct of research, appropriate handling, care and maintenance of laboratory animals, data recording and entry into spreadsheets, laboratory management, time management, and effective interpersonal communication and people skills.

Minimum requirements

· Completed tertiary studies that are equivalent to a Bachelors degree with a specialisation in Entomology, Ecology, Plant Protection, or Zoology.
· Ability and interest to work with live insects
· Commitment to accuracy and ethical research behaviour

· Good written and oral communication skills in English

· Experience in the use of Micosoft Excel
All interested persons that meet the minimum requirements are encouraged to apply, but priority will be given to applicants from designated groups.

The position is for a period of 12 months, commencing from 1 March 2014 or earlier, and terminates on 28 February 2015.

The successful applicant will receive a tax-free, monthly stipend of R5000.00.

Applications must include an application letter that provides evidence for the minimum requirements for the position, a CV, and copies of academic transcripts that indicate the eligibility for the award of a Bachelors degree.
All queries and written applications should be directed to Dr. Chris Weldon by email: cwweldon@zoology.up.ac.za
Applications close: 17 February 2014
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